Ethical Code Violations

Identify the ACA as well as the ASCA ethical code being violated and discuss what actions you would do in each scenario:

i. A friend of yours is a social worker and tells you she is doing career counseling with her clients. You are aware that she has no training in career counseling. What should you do?

ii. You are required, by the school principal to document and place in the student confidential file when and why you met providing a summary of your session with that student. These files are kept in the principal’s office. You noticed that your colleague took some out to record his counseling meetings with students but left them on the secretary’s desk where students, teachers, staff and parents are always at. How should you handle this situation as the head of the school guidance department?

iii. While counseling an eighth grader, he informs you that last weekend on a fishing trip he was sexually molested by his 22-year-old stepbrother. He begs you not to tell his parents. What should you do?

iv. The parents of your 5th grade client sent her to school with a $30 gift certificate, to Longhorn’s restaurant, as a thank you for the work you did with their child during the recent loss of her grandmother. What should you do?

v. The 7th grade homeroom teacher asks you, as the school counselor to speak with Roberto, a Hispanic student about his absenteeism. Roberto reveals to you that he has had to go to the farm where his father works as a migrant worker to help him pick strawberries. You tell him that his father was wrong to do this and that you would like for him to start coming to school everyday. Have you acted ethically, why, why not?

vi. During an individual counseling session a high school student tells you that she had contracted an STD (from a former boyfriend) and has been receiving medical treatment for it for some time. She reveals to you that she has been sexually active with at least two others boys since her diagnosis but has not told either of them and does not intend to do so because it is “none of their business.” What should you do?

vii. Three group members in a short-term counseling group on self-esteem were on the playground talking about another group member who had admitted wetting his bed almost every night. Another student, not in the group heard and approached the boy about it. Embarrassed, the boy started to cry. During the next group session, he spoke about it to the school counselor who then told the boy that confidentiality in a group is very difficult to maintain. A few other group members started snickering as the boy bent his head in embarrassment. Was the counselor acting ethically, why, why not?

viii. As a counseling intern, you are asked by your instructor to co-lead a counseling group for new students in the counseling program. You tell your professor that your best friend, who has just joined the counseling program, will be in that group. Your professor, who is also your group supervisor, responded that it was o.k. because you were not being paid to lead this group. Is the group supervisor acting ethically, why, why not?

ix. As a counseling student you are asked to conduct a research study at your field experience school site. You decided to conduct your research with the 8th grade. You tell all the students that they must answer the survey given to them. A student asks what’s it for and you tell them you are doing a research. This student then says that she does not want to participate but you insisted she must because “all the others are being obedient.” Have you acted ethically, why, why not?

x. The father of the 4th grader who was referred by her teacher to you for low self esteem comes to see you because he has learned from his daughter that you gave her a self-concept inventory. He is angry because he was not aware that you had given his daughter a test and he demands to see the test with his daughter’s results and any other records you have kept on her. You refused for two reasons, your 4th grader scored very low on the inventory and you have also not discussed the results with her as yet. What should you do?
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